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Question:

What words or phrases pop into your mind when you hear the 
phrase “Christian Persecution”?
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Outline

• What do we mean by “Christian Persecution”?

• Why should we spend time thinking about this?

• Role of Christian liberty in thinking through these issues
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What Do We Mean by Christian 
Persecution?

Is it persecution?

No

Yes
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Is It Persecution?

• Here are some words that Scripture uses:
• Mat 5:11  Blessed are you when others revile you and 

persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account.

• 2Co 12:10  For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 
calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

• 1 Peter 4:12–14 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery 
trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice 
insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also 
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are 
insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because 
the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.

Persecuted

Reviled 
(criticized in an abusive or 
angrily insulting manner)

Falsely accused of wrongdoing

Insulted

Go through a fiery trial

Share Christ’s sufferings
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In This Class, What Do We 
Mean by Persecution?

• Something that is intentionally done 
to us by other people

• Something that is along these lines

• Note:We’re not really considering 
the amount or level as a criteria

Persecuted

Reviled 
(criticized in an abusive or 
angrily insulting manner)

Falsely accused of wrongdoing

Insulted

Go through a fiery trial

Share Christ’s sufferings
Common meaning of the word “persecution”:
Persecution is something very significant (loss of livelihood, property, torture, life)

Our meaning of the word “persecution”:
Persecution is a catch-all word representing everything to the right, regardless of magnitude



7

What Do We Mean by Christian 
Persecution?

Is it persecution?

No

Yes

Is it because I’m a follower of Christ?

No Yes
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Is It Because I am a Follower of Christ?

• It must be one of the following:
• Explicitly because I have identified as a Christian
• I’m prevented from doing something God mandates I must do (in the Bible)
• I’m being required to do something God forbids (in the Bible)

• Notes:
• We must consider the whole counsel of God when weighing off Biblical 

principles against each other (can’t just emphasize a minor Biblical principle 
over much more major principles)

• This is not always a crisp line
• There are many things that are more political positions than Biblical positions

• Example: Right to bear arms
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What Do We Mean by Christian 
Persecution?

Is it persecution?

Is it because I’m a follower of Christ?

No

No

Yes

Yes

Christian 
Persecution
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Which of These Counts as Christian 
Persecution (By Our Definitions)?

1. I’m a Michigan fan, and Ohio State fans always revile me

2. I was found out to be a Christian where that is forbidden and 
am sentenced to death

3. I’m at a pro-life protest (on pro-life side) and am yelling and
being belligerent and a pro-choice person comes and punches 
me in the face

4. I’m demanding to have a lunch Bible study in a company 
conference room but the company won’t let me do it

5. I come down with an aggressive form of cancer
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Outline

• What do we mean by “Christian Persecution”?

• Why should we spend time thinking about this?

• Role of Christian liberty in thinking through these issues
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Question:

Why do you think we would have a class on Christian 
persecution?
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Why Would We Have a Class on 
Christian Persecution?

1. It seems like an increasingly important issue, as our society is 
changing
• Increasingly secular mindset of society

• Change in how Christianity is viewed by the society at large

• It is more likely that some of us will be faced with some level of Christian
persecution

• There is great benefit in thinking these things through before they happen

• ”Theology of Getting Fired” (John Stonestreet)

• We do not have much experiential wisdom in these areas
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Why Would We Have a Class on 
Christian Persecution? (continued)

2. Value of a solid grounding in the related Biblical principles
• We won’t be able to

think through the
issues Biblically if we
don’t have a firm
grasp of the Biblical
principles that apply

• Hard to think through
in times of stress/panic Water Lilies Cypress Trees

Discernment:
Rooting our thoughts in Scripture as we 

process the world around us
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Why Would We Have a Class on 
Christian Persecution? (continued)

3. Value of historical examples
• There is probably nothing we could face that hasn’t been similarly 

faced by others in the past

• There is much we can learn from those who have gone before

• Example: Augustine’s City of God
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Why Would We Have a Class on 
Christian Persecution? (continued)

4. To gain perspective
• Example of perspective: Olympic athlete

• Perspective is absolutely crucial for us to live life as God intended

• Crucial that we maintain the “big picture” perspective, even as we 
live within our day-to-day lives

• Maintaining an eternal perspective is the only way we can respond 
rightly to Christian persecution
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Why Would We Have a Class on 
Christian Persecution? (review)

1. It seems like an increasingly important issue, as our society 
is changing

2. Value of a solid grounding in the related Biblical principles

3. Value of historical examples

4. To gain perspective
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Outline

• What do we mean by “Christian Persecution”?

• Why should we spend time thinking about this?

• Role of Christian liberty in thinking through these issues
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Role of Christian Liberty in Thinking Through 
Issues Related to Christian Persecution

• We need to recognize that there are quite a few ”grey areas” where 
Christian liberty will come into play

• As we work through this class, we will likely not be all completely in lock-
step on every single issue, and that’s OK

• However, not everything is in the realm of Christian liberty

• We want to be a local body where we are:
• Supporting and loving one another

• Able to openly discuss sticky issues like Christian persecution

• Having an attitude of graciousness toward those who don’t agree with us

• Able to sharpen one another in areas where Christian liberty is not really relevant
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What We’ve Covered

• What do we mean by “Christian Persecution”?

• Why should we spend time thinking about this?

• Role of Christian liberty in thinking through these issues
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Entire Course Outline

• Introduction (today)

• Biblical principles related to Christian persecution

• Historical examples of Christian persecution, with emphasis 
on learning from those who have gone before
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Final Thought

We anticipate that you will actually walk away from each of 
these classes actually encouraged and strengthened…in fact, 
that’s our goal.


